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Pandolfo extends its
homogenizing capacity

Pandolfo Alluminio S.p.A., a leading Italian extrusion
plant, has placed an order with Hertwich Engineering for
the supply of a modern Batch Homogenizing Furnace
for extrusion billets. Its commissioning is scheduled for
August 2016.

Pandolfo has been operating a Hertwich continuous
homogenizing unit for 50,000 tonnes per year in its
casthouse in Maniago since 2010. To increase its
capacity by 35,000 t/y this unit is to be supplemented by
a batch-type homogenizing unit — also from Hertwich.

The new batch furnace will mainly be used for
homogenizing special alloys, which favour a batch
homogenizing operation due to frequent programme
changes. The diameter range processed extends from
178 mm to 482 mm. The production programme
demands particularly precise temperature control in the
furnace and rapid cooling, even for the larger billet
cross-sections.The new contract includes a batch
homogenizing furnace, the cooling station and a fully
automatic stacking machine with spacer handling. In
this first extension step only one furnace is envisaged,
but its arrangement will leave open the possibility of
adding a second batch furnace.In this case the new
batch furnace will work with an existing saw and
packing system, which until now have only been
occupied by the continuous homogenizing furnace. By
means of an additional conveyor the homogenized and
cooled billets will be transferred to the feed roller track



of the saw. Pandolfo has therefore chosen to use the
option of operating a continuous homogenizing and a
batch homogenizing furnace in conjunction or tandem
operation with one another.

Hertwich Engineering, a company of the SMS group is renowned for its future-
oriented, energy saving technologies and outstanding service in aluminium
casthouse. The company is active worldwide with design, supply, construction
and commissioning of special machinery and equipment for the Aluminium
industry. Hertwich is competent for supplying complete Al-casthouse on a
turnkey basis (one-stop-shopping). The product range comprises melting
equipment for aluminium scrap, conti and batch homogenizing plants, sawing
plants, horizontal and vertical casting machines and quality inspection
stations, etc. To stay ahead Hertwich relies on its own R&D and proprietary
know-how. For 50 years, the advanced technology has revolutionized the
industry and the company maintains its worldwide lead.



